
 

Let’s acquire 
the habit and 
separate 
waste!  
  

 
  
 
 

Let’s utilise useful raw material, protect the 
environment, keep and create green jobs    
 
  
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY FUND  

THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA   

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND NATURE PROTECTION    

Let’s protect the 
environment 
together 



   

  

  

Let’s change our habits!  
Let’s reduce waste 
quantities, let’s recycle the 
waste we produce and 
enable the opening of new 
jobs.  

   
 
 

It’s the duty of mankind to 
take care of the waste they 
generate. The waste discarded 
outdoors can pollute the 
environment and compromise the 
quality of life. Instead of simply 
dumping it wherever, waste can 
be used as a valuable raw material. 

So far, 85% of waste used to 
be landfilled. With this behaviour, 
over a period of only 10 years, we 
squandered 5 billion kunas worth 
of raw materials such as glass, 
paper, plastics and metal.  

Clean environment is 
not only our responsibility 
and obligation, but also the 
possibility for economic 
development!  



 

  

It's high time to stop waste landfilling and 
take up waste management!    

 
So far, 85% of waste 
generated in Croatia was 
landfilled.    
 
 

In the period 2005-2012 
more than 2 billion kunas 
was spent on landfill 
remediation.  
 

Until 2018, more than 
300 landfills in Croatia 
should be remediated 
and closed. 13 waste 
management centres will 
be built, where useful 
raw material will be 
extracted from the 
waste. 

 
In the European Union, 
on average 37% of waste 
is landfilled.    
 
 

Waste management in 
the European Union 
creates 2 million jobs, 
worth EUR 137bn (1.1% 
of EU GDP)s. 
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Municipal waste is the waste produced in households 
and similar waste generated from economic activity, by 
institutions and the services sector. It comprises 
everything we discard during our daily activities.  

 Due to irresponsible behaviour, over the last 10 years valuable 
raw materials (metal, glass, paper, etc.) worth 5 billion kunas 
have been buried in the ground. This value is equivalent to 180 
school buildings with gymnasiums. We have to stop landfilling 
and start managing waste!     
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Do you know that one third of food is thrown away?  
To be more specific: plan your shopping, and you can use leftovers to 
prepare new meals or store them in the freezer. 

 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Choose products in 
larger packaging! 

 

 

Glass bottles that are returned to the shops are used by 
the producers to manufacture new packaging. 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   
    

 
    
    

 

   
    

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ATTENTION! 
ATTENTION! 

Around 400 kg of RDF can be produced from 
one tonne of waste! It can be used as fuel in power 
plants and heating plants. 

 

 

 



 

  

Why recycle 
glass?  

 

By recycling glass, we are 
saving natural resources! 
By using a tonne of old 
glass, we have saved 700 
kg of sand, 200 kg of 
calcite, and 200 kg of soda 
ash, and as much as 30 
tonnes of oil!  

By recycling one glass 
bottle we will save the 
energy required by a 60 W 
light bulb switched on for 4 
hours, a 30-minute 
running of the computer, or 
the TV on for 20 minutes.  

If in the manufacturing 
process we use old glass 
bottles and jars, we will 
produce one kilo of glass 
with 20 litres less water and 
1.4 kW less electricity, 
while GHG emissions will 
be lower by 25%!     

Taking over of packaging 
in the deposit system has 
to be organised by every 
shop selling beverages 
with the surface area 
larger than 200 m2. 

DEPOSIT 
FEE 

Glass is a valuable packaging material, and its 
application is widespread in foodstuff and 
beverage industries.  

Glass can be recycled and reused endlessly, 
time and again!  

You don't 
have to 
remove the 
paper labels 
on the 
packaging    

How to 
recycle 
glass?  

Take off all 
metal lids or 
bottle caps    

 

Rinse the jars 
and bottle 
swith water 
to prevent    
unpleasant 
smells     

 

You can take beverage glass packaging larger than 0.2 litres with the deposit fee 
marking to the shops and get a refund of the deposit fee of 0.5 kn per bottle. 
Dispose of glass packaging in the glass waste container.  
Take glass to the civic amenity site: beverage glass packaging, other glass 
packaging, glass items.  

 

Handle glass the right way:   

Choose glass packaging because:    
It is completely impermeable and doesn’t affect the 
freshness of the product it holds  
 

It is natural and non-flammable  
 

It is not water-soluble and it is corrosion-resistant  

Your utility 
company is 
obliged to 
provide for the 
separate 
collection of 
glass, find out 
where the 
containers are 
placed.  



 

  

 
   

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  
  

 

  
  
  

 

 

 

 

Handle paper the in 
right way: 

    
 

    
 

 

Industrial paper making in Croatia started in 1827. Paper 
in the form we are familiar with today was created in 
China around the year 105, and its production was kept 
secret for a very long time.  



  

DEPOSIT 
FEE 

Why 
recycle 
plastics?  

Plastic is a material manufactured from petroleum 
derivatives. Nowadays it is used in almost all industries, 
especially as raw material for manufacturing packaging and 
other products we use on a daily basis.  
 

  
 

By recycling plastics, we are 
saving and protecting natural 
resources (oil, natural gas) 
that are used to produce it 
thus helping protect the 
environment.  

By recycling PET 
packaging, we are saving 
84% of energy required to 
produce this packaging from 
scratch using raw materials.  

Recycling of plastic bottles 
results in raw material that can 
be used in the manufacturing 
of clothing, sleeping bags, 
toys, and different types of 
office supplies.            

Using waste plastics for 
heating results in significant 
savings.  

Plastics was invented by Briton Alexander Parkes in 
1856.  

How to recycle plastics?  
 

  
 

Your utility company 
is obliged to provide 
for the separate 
collection of plastics, 
so find out where the 
containers are 
located.  

Handle plastics in the right way: 

You can take plastic beverage packaging above 0.2 litres with the deposit fee label to the shops 
and get a refund of 0.50 kn per bottle – it doesn’t include milk and dairy products packaging.     

Dispose of plastic items in the plastics container.     

Take plastics to the civic amenity site (recycling yard): plastic packaging from beverages, other 
plastic packaging (cleaning agents, shampoo, etc.), plastic toys and other items.     

For beverage 
packaging 
above 0.2 
litres you 
can get a 
refund of 
the 0.50 kn 
deposit fee 

Plastic bags can 
be used several 
times over, and 
when you no 
longer need 
them, put them 
in the plastics 
container 

Take other 
plastic items 
to the civic 
amenity site  

Return scheme for the 
packaging included in the 
deposit system has to be 
organised by every shop 
selling beverages with the 
surface area larger than 
200 m2.  



 

  

DEPOSIT 
FEE 

Why 
recycle 
metal? 

Steel is one of the most recycled materials in the world. Aluminium was 
discovered in the early 19th century and, at the time, its price was greater than 
the price of gold. Two thirds of aluminium ever produced are still in use today. 
It takes only six weeks for an aluminium tin can to be recycled and returned to 
the stores in the form of packaging for new products. 

Metals are produced from ore that are non-renewable 
sources of energy. The majority of metal waste from 
households comprises steel and aluminium. 

By recycling metal, we are 
saving ore as a valuable 
natural resource, and 
reducing the quantity of 
landfilled waste, thus 
preserving the environment.  

Packaging return scheme 
in the deposit system has 
to be organised by every 
shop selling beverages 
with the surface area 
larger than 200 m2.  

  

By recycling aluminium and 
steel products, we are saving 
up to 95% of energy required 
to manufacture new products 
from raw materials.  

Aluminium and steel 
do not lose their 
characteristic 
properties through 
recycling. Regardless 
of how many times 
they are recycled, 
they remain sturdy 
and robust.    

Rinse out tin 
cans and 
push the cap 
inside.   

Before you 
dispose of 
them, 
rinse out 
beverage 
tins and 
leave the 
cap   
inside.     

How to recycle 
metal?  
 

  
 

Your utility company 
is obliged to provide 
for  the separate 
collection of metal, 
so find out where the 
containers are 
located.  

By recycling tin cans, we can 
save the energy required for a 
computer to run for two 
hours.  

A new bicycle can be 
made from 500 recycled 
tins.  

Handle metal in the right way: 

You can return beverage tins larger than 0.2 litres with the deposit fee label to the shop and 
get a refund of the 0.50 kn deposit fee per tin can. 
Put metal packaging in the metal container.  
Take metal packaging to the civic amenity site.  
 
You can take metal product to the secondary raw materials dealer, and as a natural 
person you can get HRK 1400 in one month, depending on the quantity and type of 
metal.   



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 90% of textile 
waste can be 
reused, recovered, 
and recycled.   

Old clothing can be used to make 
household cloths, to fill the 
mattresses, and similar.   

  

By reusing textile, we can save 
water and energy, and reduce 
the quantity of pesticides used 
in the production of new raw 
materials.  

 

Clothing, footwear, 

and other textile 

articles have to be 

separated from 

other items for 

recycling, and put 

into a plastic bin 

bag, which has to 

be closed. 

    

You can take the textile to a 
charity or organisations 
engaged in collection, 
repurposing, and recycling 
activities.    

Why 
recycle 
textile? 

Every year we throw 50000 tonnes of textile waste in 
the municipal waste, or 12 kg per capita.  

 

Dispose of textile 

waste in the 

designated 

containers at the 

nearest bring bank 

(“green island”) or 

at the civic amenity 

site (recycling yard).       



 

  

Why 
recycle EE 
waste? 

You can take old light 
bulbs to any shop that 
sells them.    

EE devices can contain 
harmful substances that have 
to be disposed of properly.  

New telephones contain precious metals 
such as gold, copper, silver, and platinum, 
and other rare materials, which can be 
used after the device is no longer in 
function.  

The steel found in 
devices can be recycled.  

Electrical and electronic (EE) waste 
comprises discarded electrical and electronic 
equipment and devices that run on electricity. 
By properly disposing of EE waste, we are 
protecting our health, and we enable the 
utilisation of precious metals and plastics it 
contains.    

  

 

  

 

 

How to recycle EE waste?  
 

Devices up to 25 cm in size can be 
dropped off at the shops displaying this 
sign with no obligation to purchase.    

 

 

  

 

 

Devices larger than 25 cm in size 
can be dropped off at the shops 
when you buy another product.  
  

 

 

You can drop off devices at any civic 
amenity site (recycling yard).    

 

 

  

 

 

Licensed EE 
waste collector 

You can hand over the 
EE device to the service 
shop if it cannot be 
repaired.    

50 million tonnes of EE waste is generated every 
year. By recycling one million mobile phones we 
can get 16,000 kg of copper, 350 kg of silver, 34 kg 
of gold, and 15 kg of palladium. 

Free transport of EE waste can be arranged 
over the phone, by an SMS or e-mail.  
The list of licensed collectors is available at 
www.fzoeu.hr.      

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

   

   

You can drop off old car tyres free of charge at the 
tyre fitting service, at the civic amenity site, or you 
can call a licensed collector that will come to pick 
them up. The list of collectors is available at 
www.fzoeu.hr 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA   

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND NATURE PROTECTION    

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY FUND  

Let’s protect the 
environment 
together 

Let's acquire the habit and separate waste!  


